
CAMP PONEMAH 2020 - COVID EDITION  

FAQs & INFO 
 

 Did my child make it into the sessions I registered for? 
 Due to having to decrease our camper to counselor ratios significantly and only finding this out 

this past week, due to the guidelines that were approved by the governor, we are having to take 
a look at all groups. Lauren will be calling every family personally next week, the week of June 8th, 
to let you know where your child(ren) stand. We are processing all registrations by date of 
registration, which began in January. 

 
 Will my child be made to wear a mask? 
 No, your child will not be made to wear a mask routinely. That is each individual family's decision.  
 The NH DHHS does not recommend children routinely wear face masks or face coverings.  
 Please refer to NH Day Camp Guidelines for many reasons why children should not be made to 

wear masks 
 The NH Day Camp Guidelines suggest that "older" children should wear face coverings when they 

can't maintain social distancing. Again, we are NOT requiring any age to wear a face mask or 
covering. This is a family decision only. 

 The only time your child would have to wear a mask is if they develop any COVID symptoms while 
at camp such as nasal congestion, coughing, sore throat, fever, etc.  In the NH Day Camp 
Guidelines, it states that we must separate any child(ren) from their group in this situation, mask 
them and call a parent for immediate pick up. 

 
 Will STAFF be required to wear a mask? 
 Yes, all STAFF will be required to wear a mask while at work except during the following: 
 When STAFF can maintain over 6' of distance from other staff and campers 
 When STAFF are in the pool 

 
 Will my child have to undergo a daily health screening? 
 Yes, in the NH Day Camp Guidelines it mentions that ALL STAFF and campers need to undergo a 

daily screening for symptoms or risk factors for COVID-19 before the start of each day. Please refer 
to our Health Screening Document to see what is required from you as a parent daily. You will 
need to vouch for them daily, by circling the answer to a couple questions and initialing your 
responses. They will also have their temperature checked daily upon check in. Anyone with a 
temperature of 100.4 or over is not allowed to attend camp that day. 

 Please refer to the NH Day Camp Guidelines for travel details. Please pay close attention to the 
details because your child will not be allowed back at camp for 14 days if you do any of the 
following: 

 travel internationally 
 travel by cruise ship 
 travel outside of NH, VT or ME on public transportation (bus, train, plane, etc.) 

 



 Where will Drop Off and Pick Up be located this year? 
 Drop Off and Pick Up will be located on the function field. The field to the right of our parking lot, 

by the outdoor pool. Pick up will be located here for extended care from 4-5pm as well.  
 If there is inclement weather, we will move to The Hampshire Dome for drop off and pick up.  
 Please do not approach the groups of children. Due to COVID-19 concerns, we are limiting as 

best we can any direct contact between parents and campers and parents and staff.  
 Please plan accordingly for Drop Off. Our drop off time is 7:30-9am. Please expect delays at high 

traffic times, as we must screen every child before they attend camp, daily. 

 

 Will there be Field Trips this year? 
 Due to State of NH Day Camp Guidelines, we will NOT be going on field trips this summer 

 

 Will there be Swim Lessons this year if you have to try and maintain social 
distancing whenever possible between campers and counselors, swim 
instructors? 

 No, unfortunately we will not be having swim lessons this summer. We will still have a daily free 
swim in the earlier portion of our day. Counselors, for the younger groups, will still be in the water 
with campers. We will be providing Stearns Puddle Jumpers for our youngest campers. 

 We will have total access to the outdoor pool during our free swim times, ensuring that we have 
minimal contact with anyone else on campus. 

 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 
 

 ALL campers and staff must sanitize their hands when arriving to camp with sanitizer with 
a minimum of 60% alcohol. We will be practicing frequent hand hygiene throughout our 
day as well.  Including but not limited to: 

 after touching their face 
 when entering or leaving the facility 
 before and after using the restroom 
 before and after snack and lunch times 
 before and after medication administration 
 after cleaning and handling any garbage 
 before (if able) and after coming in contact with one another 
 after sneezing, coughing and nose blowing 
 after using shared equipment 

 

 



 Social Distancing Strategies 
 We are heavily reducing our camper to counselor ratio to maintain smaller groups based on 

children's ability to "understand" social distancing. 
 We will be doing our best to keep groups separate from one another during the camp day. We 

are doing this with detailed schedules and planning. We understand that this is very different than 
our normal camp life, but we must do this according to state guidelines and safety. 

 Luckily, our campus is large, both indoor and outdoor. The guidelines suggest to be outside 
whenever possible and this is how we have been operating for over 30 years. We are only inside 
during inclement weather or tennis lessons or with a stretch of hot, humid weather that lasts for a 
few days- we will rotate groups inside for some reprieve.  

 Of course we will help campers understand social distancing with one another and the 
counselors, but they will not always be able to be socially distant or they may "slip up" as they are 
all children and just like us, need reminders sometimes! 

 Space seating and activities at least 6' apart whenever feasible. 
 All groups will have their own first aid kits and equipment bags to run their own activities. We will 

have minimal shared equipment between groups.  
 We will be modifying any of our games, where it allows, to adjust for social distancing. 

 

 Cleaning and Disinfecting 
 All shared equipment will be cleaned after every use 
 picnic tables and large equipment will be cleaned after each group leaves the area and before 

the other group arrives. 
 Every group's bag of equipment will be cleaned at the end of each day 
 Increased frequency of cleaning and disinfecting toys, equipment, surfaces, doorknobs, pens, 

restrooms, portable toilets, etc. 

 

Please continue to check back here as we update our FAQs and 
INFO! Thank you. 

 

 
 

 


